An enquiry-approach to
visiting places of worship
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My enquiry into religion
by visiting the Synagogue

Name
Class Year Group 1

Date of visit



How do you know what ......._JEWS believe about /£SPECting Sodl

by what you encounter in this place of worship?

What do | know about Jew’s beliefs about ./ £SPECtLAG) God

already?
[ kinow that Jews have Passover and have a voasted e

and parsley on a spectal plate, and that they believe tn
God. Tney are wot allowed to have a Blg Mac because they
cannot eat that sort of meat.

| Lke vy mum’s friend who is a Jew as she makes us

LoV@Lg calkes.




6 encounters
In each box put a picture of one encounter e.g. a piece of furniture, a
symbol, a person, a piece of music and in the ‘Clues’ box write what this

encounter might tell you about the beliefs behind it.

Mewnovah candlesticle — Thls Ls o

specLaL candle holder that s Lit to

remenber Sool.

The Nev Tamid (ever-burning

Lamp) - this Lo Ls atwags on —
Lt means that God s always with

Jewlish people. That meust feel nice.

The Arke — this is a special cupboar
where the big scrolls are lkept. These
ave Like spectal books and tell Jews

what Goo wants thew to do.




The sevolls — these are very
Lmportant to Jews as they have wordls
about God on them. | Like the sl/l”w%
silver bells and the special conts.

You can't touch them in case your
fingers ave divty and spoil them.

The ralbbl - the vabbl Ls the person
who helps Jews know what to do and
how to pray to God. He puts on a

spectal scarf bn the synagogue.

The Ten Commandments - These
are two big stones which have 10
spectal vules on, Like our class charter.

_Jews try to keep these rules to respect
Godl.

My encounters so far lead me to deduce that LJewWs believe
that respecting God Ls lmportant and they try to show him they

respect him by going to the synagogue and praying.
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What questions do | need to ask to find out more about what

J Ews believe?

(Can | talk with a member of this religion to hear their answers?)

My questions Answers (more clues)
1. Why are special clothes put on?

2.what sort of things are written tn the books?
3.1s it safe for the lamp to always be on?
4. \wWhy don't men and women sit together?

5:winy does the candlestick hinve tots of canotles wot just
OWg-?

&.Do chlldren take part L the senv/iees?

My encounters so far lead me to deduce that LJEWS believe

think Lt s very bmportant to vespect God




This page shows what | have found out from my encounters in this

place of worship about the beliefs of the people who visit this place of

worship.

_Jews think it s very Lmportant to respect Sod. When
they 9o and pray they go to the synagogue where the
Prayer Leader wears spectal clothes. Jews think the holy
books are so special that they lock them away tn a
special cupboard and put silver bells on them. These books
have words about God tn theme and help Jews know what
to do to be good.

This visit has been interesting to me because
because (have Learned that Jews come here to pray to God and

Learn how to be good. | think this shows that they really respect
Gool.




